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Acts xv. 18. 


Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world. 


Correct knowledge of the Su- 
preme Being lies at the foundation 
of all true religion. Unless we 
have right ideas of God, we can- 
not tell whether we are pleased or 
displeased with his character, whe- 
ther we love or hate him. We 
cannot tell whether we fear and 
serve the true God, or some ima- 
ginary deity: We cannot tell 
whether we are reconciled to him, 
or not: We cannot tell whether 
we are friendly, or unfriendly; 
whether we are prepared to enjoy 
him forever, or possess such feel- 
ings of heart as must necessarily 
exclude us from his blissful pres- 
ence in the world to come. Hence 
we ought to be very careful in 
forming our ideas of the Supreme 
Being. In doing this, we should be 
very attentiv e to what he has said 
of himself in his word. We should 
take the word of God as the man 
of our counsel. We should receive 
with meekness whatever God has 
declared of himself, and be careful 
not to lean to our own understand- 
ing. 

In the passage chosen for our 
text, God has declared, by the 
mouth of an inspired apostle,his un- 
limited fore-knowledge. “Known 
unto God are all his works from 
the beginning of the world.”? The 
knowledge here ascribed to God, 


0 


is, unquestionably, a knowledge 
of things and events, which do not 
exist, and which are to take place 
in future. This is what is com- 
monly and properly understood by 


fore-knowledge. 


God’s works have been continu- 
ed almost six thousand years, and 


| they will certainly be continued 
| more than one thousand years to 


come. Yet these, our text says, 
were all known te him, from the 
beginning of the world. 

By this passage we are led, 

I. To consider the works of 
God. And 

II. To show that all his works 
are fore-known to him. 

. We are to consider the works 
of God. 

The works of God have general- 
ly, and with propriety, been divid- 
ed into the works of creation, of 
provide nee, and of redemption. 

The work of creation is God’s 
making all things of nothing by 
the word of his power. ‘** He 
spake, and it was done; he com- 
manded, and it stood fist.”> The 
works of creation are great and 
sublime. ‘The earth, which we 
inhabit, is very great. Yetitisa 
smaller planet in the solar system. 
The sun, the centre of this system, 
together with the planets, ee 
and smaller than the earth, 
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which it is composed, forms an ob- 
ject great beyond our conception. 
And if, as astronomers suppose, 
the fixed stars are so many suns, 
in the centre of their several sys- 
tems; ami that there are other 
suns and systems without number, 
beyond the remotest star ever dis- 
covered by human eye, how im 
mense the creation of God! But 
whether this opinion be correct or 
not, what we behold, and know, 
of the works of God, is enough to 
make us sink, with the Psalmist, 
into nothing before him. His 
words are these, ** When I consi- 
der thy heavens, the work of thy 
fingers; the moon and stars which 
thou hast ordained; what is man 
that thou art mindful of him? and 
the son of man that thou visitest 
him?” 

Besides the planetary system, 
God has made a vast variety and 
an innumerable multitude of ani- 
mals; The number of these on the 


earth, in the air, and in the sea, 


at one time, is, to us, infinite. 
What, then, must be the number 
of the continued 
these different kinds of 
for seven thousand years? 

Of intelligent creatures, God 
has made angels and men. Of 
any other intelligent creatures, we 
have no account. I believe it to 
be the genera! opinion, that God 
made a great multitude of the an- 
gels, both of those who stood holy, 
through the term of their prot a- 
tion, and of those who fell, by sin- 
ning, and are now reserved in 
chains of darkness * unto the 
judgment of the great day. Our 
Lord told his disciples, that more 
than twelve legions of those who 
stood, and are now confirmed in 
holiness and happiness, might, at 
his request, be sent to his “assist- 
ance. 
the fallen angels was, My name is 
Legion: for we are many. 


animals, 


The number of our race is far | | 


successions of 


And the reply of one of 





beyond our comprehension. We 
form no adequate conception of 
the vast multitude, who inhabit 
this earth at once. And the earth 
is continuaily changing its inhabi 
tants. What, then, must be the 
number, who inhabit the earth, in 
seven thousand years? At present, 
the computation, from the bills of 
mortality, is, that as many die, as 
one for every second. According 
to this, three thousand and six 
hundred leave this world, and ¢ 
into eternity, every hour. This 
being continued for many thou- 
sand years, what will be the num 
ber of the human race, which we 
must meet at the bar of God, in 
the day of judgment! 

All these beings and things ar 
comprehended in God’s works of 
creation. “ By him were all things 
made, and without him 
anything made, which was made.” 

God’s works of Providence are 
his most holy, wise and powerful 
upholding and governing all things 
which he has made. 

The apostle, to the Hebrews, 
speaking of the Word, or Son of 
God, ' Who being the 
brightness of his glory, and the 
express image of his person, and 

upholding all things by the word 
Job, speaking of 
himseli, says to God, ** Thou hast 
cranted me life, and thy Visitation 
hath preserves my spirit. Dan 
iel ¢ says, ** The God in whose hand 
thy breath is, and 
thy ways, hast thou not glorified.’ 
The apostle says, ** In him we 
live and nove and have our be ing p” 
And ** He is 
things, and by him all things con- 
sist. 3 By these passages, we are 
plainly taught, that we, and al! 
creatures and things, are constant- 
ly upheld, or kept in existence, by 
the power of God. Without his 
divine and constant energy, we 
can neither live, nor move, no 
have a being. 


was not 


says, 


of his power.” 


whose are all 


again, before 
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We are more abundantly taught | instrumen‘, and as much under his 


that God governs all the works of 
hands. David ‘* The 
Lord hath prepared his throne in 
the heavens; and his kingdom rul- 
eih over all.”” And again, ** Thy 
kingdom is an everlasting king 
dom, and thy dominion endureth 
throughout all generations. He 
upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth 
up all that be bowed down. 
eves of all wait upon thee; and 
thou givest them their meatin due 
season. Thou openest thine hand, 
and satisfiest the desire of every 
ving thing.’ He also represents 
the elements of nature as being 
under his government. ‘+ Fire 
and hail, snow and vapour; stormy 
wind fulfil his word.’? Solomon 
‘*A man’s heart deviseth 
but the Lord directeth 
The lot is cast 
the lap: but the whole disposing 
thereof is of the Lord.’ God 
**Q Assyrian, the rod. of 
mine anger, and the staff in their 
hand is mine indignation. I will 
send him against an hypocritical 
nation, and against the people of 
my wrath will I give him a charge, 
to take the spoil, and to take the 
prey, and to tread them down like 
the mire of the streets. Howbeit, 
he meaneth neither doth 
his heart think so; but it 1s in his 
heart to destroy and to cut off na- 
not a few. Wherefore it 
shall come to pass, that when the 
Lord hath performed his whole 
upon Mount Zion and on 
Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit 
of the stout heart of the king of 
Assyria, and the glory of his high 
Shall the axe boast itself 
against him that hewe 
or shall the saw magnify itself 
against him that shaketh it? As if 
the rod should shake itself against 
him that lifteth it up, or as if the 
staff should lift up itself, as if it 
Were no wood. Here God rep- 
regents the Assyrian as being his 


his Says, 


SaVS, 


his 


way: 
his steps. 


says. 


not so, 


tions 


work 


looks. 


th therewith? 


| and for his punishment: 
‘I he 


' strument ef God, nor to do his will 


| the inhabitants of the earth. 
| Says, 


into | 
upon : another city. 


direction, and doing his work, as 
the axe, or the saw, is the instru- 
ment of the mechanic and govern- 


| ed by him in pe rforming his work. 


Yet he declares his purpose to 
punish the stout heart of the king 
of Assyria. And he gives this 
good reason for his wickedness 
The As- 
syrian did not mean to be the in- 


or work. Isaiah says, ** The Lord 
hath purposed, and who shall dis- 
annul it? And his hand is stretch- 
ed out, and who shall turn it 
back? Nebuchadnezzar says 

* He doth ac cording to his wil iT in 
the army of heaven, and among 
God 
ys, ‘* I have withholden the rain 
from you. I caused it to rain upon 
one city, and caused it not to rain 
I have smitten 
you with blasting and mildew: 
when your gardens, and your vine- 
yards, and your fig trees and your 
olive trees increased, the ae 
worm devoured them. I have sent 
among you the pestilence: your 
young men have I slain with the 
sword, and have taken away your 
houses. Lo, he that formeth the 
mountains, and createth the wind, 
and declareth unto man what is 
his thought, that maketh the morn- 
ing darkness, and treadeth upon 
the hi gh places of the earth, the 
Lord, the God of hosts is his 
name.”” Our Lord says, “ He 
sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust, and maketh his sun to rise 
on the evil and on the good. Be- 
hold, the fowls of the air, for they 
sow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns; yet your heav- 
enly Father feedeth them. Are 
not two sparrows sold for a far- 
thing? and not one of them shall 
fall to the ground without your 
Father. But the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered.” The 
apostle says, “ It is God who work 
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eth in you both to will and to do 
of his good pleasure. Another 
apostle says, “ Every good gift, 
and every perfect gift is from a- 
bove, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights; with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of 
turning.” Another apostle says, 
‘ Angels, and authorities, and pow- 
ers, are made subject unto him.’ 
Paul says of Christians, including 
himself, ** In whom also we have 
obtained an inheritance, being pre- 
destinated according to the pur- 
pose of him, who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will. 
David says, ** God js judge; he 
putteth down one and setteth up 
another.” Daniel says, ‘* He 
changeth the times and seasons; 
he removeth kings and setteth up 
kings; he giveth wisdom to the 
wise, and knowledge to them that 
know understanding. I form the 
I make 
I the Lord 


light and create darkness: 
peace and create evil. 
do all these things.” 


From these passages, selected 
from many, it is strikingly ev ident, 
that the providence of God is uni- 
versal and very particular. He 
holds, not only the planets in their 
orbits, buat fixes the stations of 
men, and the bounds of their hab- 
itation. He uses men, both good 
and bad, as his instruments to ful- 
fil the purposes of his providence. 
He directs their steps, and dis- 
poses of their lots, the most casual 
events. He raises monarchs to the 
throne and sinks them to the dust. 
fie builds up individuals and king- 
doms and pulls them down, He 
makes war, and he makes peace. 
He sends blessings, and he sends 
judgments. He ‘wounds, and he 
heals: he kills and he makes alive. 
He controls the winds and the 
waves. He even orders the light- 
ing of a sparrow and the falling of 
a hair. There is no action or 
event, but what is directed by his 
providence. He governs all his 
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worlds, all his creatures and all 
their actions. His power must 
ever be present to uphold his crea- 
tures, his wisdom to direct them, 
and his goodness to supply their 
wants. 

God’s work of redemption com- 
prehends all he does in saving sin- 
ners of the human race. It began 
in the covenant of redemption 
formed between the three Persons 
of the sacred Trinity. In this 
covenant, the Word agreed to be- 
come incarnate, to make atone 
ment for the sins of the world, and 
to publish the gospel of reconcilia- 
tion. The Father agreed to give 
the Son a certain number of the 
human race, as the reward of his 
sufferings, and to grant him all 
needed assistance in his work as 
Mediator. The Holy Ghost agreed 
to renew, to sanctify and fit for 
salvation, all that the Father had 
given to the Son. In this work, 
God raised up many prophets to 
foretel the coming of the Messiah. 
And when the fulness of time was 
come, God sent his Son into the 
world, to be the propitiation, and 
to make atonement for sin. It 
was the work of God to choose out 
thetheirs of salvation. ‘The apos- 
tle Peter calls tem the * elect 
according to the fore-knowledge 
of God the Father, through sancti- 
fication of the Spirit unto obedi- 
ence, and sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ.”? It is the work of 
God to renew the hearts of his 
chosen. “ To as many as receiv- 
ed him to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to 
them who believe on his name. 
Which were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man; but of God.” 
The sanctification of the saints is 
also the work of God. The apos- 
tle directs Christians to ‘* work 


| out their salvation with fear and 


trembling; for it is God who works 
in them both te will and to do of 
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his good pleasure.” God works 
all the holiness in the hearts of 
saints, and causes them to perse- 
vere in every step of their Chirist- 
ian course. Hence the apostle 
expresses his confidence, that 
wherever God has begun a good 
work, he will carry it on to the 
day of the Lord Jesus. And if 
the scriptures are true, it is the 
work of God to harden impenitent 
sinners. The apostle says, ‘+ He 
hath mercy on whom he will have 
mercy, and hardeneth whom he 
will. It is also the work of God 
to raise the dead and judge the 
world in righteousness by Jesus 
Christ. ‘** The hour is coming, 
in the which all that are in their 
graves shall hear his voice, and 
shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrectionof damnation.’ 
In the judgment of the great day, 
it will be a work of God, in the 
person of Jesus Christ, to say to 
those on his right hand, ** Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world; and 
to those on his left, * Depart, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his an- 
gels.”’ 

We have now taken a concise 
view of the works of God. They 
are complicated and immense. 
But we are assured, by our text, 
that they were all known to God 
from the beginning of the world. 

This leads us, 

II. To show that all the works 
of God are foreknown to him. 

1. The fore-knowledge of God 
is evident from his perfection. 
Reason teaches us to consider God 
as being perfect in all his attri- 
butes. “And the Bible confirms 
this sentiment beyond dispute. 
But if all things are not known to 
God from eternity; then this attri 
bute of his must be limited, and 





imperfect. If God does not fore- 
know all things; then he is daily 
growing in knowledge. This would 
be inconsistent with his immuta- 
bility. If God is continually in- 
creasing in knowledge, he is con- 
tinually changing; he is ever mu- 
table. Hence, if we conceive of 
God as being absolutely perfect, 
we must believe him possessed of 
perfect, or unlimited knowledge. 
The fore-knowledge of God 
is evident from his foretelling fu- 
ture events. Certainly to foretel 
future events is a prerogative, 
which belongs to God only, and 
which he claims to himself. He 
says, ** I am the Lord, that is my 
name: and my glory will I not 
give to another, neither my praise 
to graven images. Behold, the 
former things are come to pass, 
and new things do I declare: be- 
fore they spring forth, I will tell 
you of them. I have declared the 
former things from the beginning 
and they went forth out of my 
mouth, and I showed them; and 
did them suddenly, and they came 
to pass. Remember the former 
things of old: for | am God, and 
there is none else; I am God, and 
there is none like me; declaring 
the end from the beginning, and 
from ancient times the things that 
are not yet done, saying My coun- 
sel shali stand, and I will do all 
my pleasure.” God not only 
claims it as his prerogative to fore- 
tel future events, but he has, in 
numerous instances, by his pre- 
phets, declared events which took 
place hundreds and thousands of 
years after they were foretold, and 
which depended upon the free ac 
tions of an innumerable multitude 
of intelligent creatures. Hence 
he must have known not only 
his own works, but the works of 
his creatures, all this time. The 
prophecies of the Bible, which 
have been fulfilled, and which are 
fulfilling at the present day, are 
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by far too numerous to mention in | 
this place. Two or three of them | 
I will name. 

The character and state of the 
Ishmaelites were in a most aston- 
ishing manner foretold to Hagar. | 
It was said to her, concerning her 
son Ishmael, ‘He shall be a wild 
man; his hand will be against 
every man, and every man’s hand 
against him; and he shall dwell in 
the presence of his brethren.’ 
This prophecy has been fulfilling 
for thousands of years, and is ful- 
filling at the present day. The 
Arabians, who descended from 
Ishmael, still remain an uncon- 
quered poeple. They have ever 
dwelt in the midst of surrounding 
nations. ‘They have been remark- 
able for their fierceness and plun- | 
der, and have, to this day, been | 
unconquerable. ’ 

The state and circumstances of 
the Jews, from time to time, from 
Abraham to this time, and from 
this time to their return to their 


own land, were all predicted.— 
They long have been, and now are, 
dispersed among all nations, with- 
out any government, of their own; | 


and yet they remain a distinct 
people. This is calniie as God 
foretold that it should be, 
The coming, the character, the 
work the sufferings, the death, the 
resurrection and the kingdom of 
the Messiah, were all foretold, 
with great particularity and with 
great accuracy. His crucifixion 
is. declared to have taken place ac- 
cording to the determinate coun- 
sel and fere-knowledge of God. | 
“Him being delivered by the deter- | 


| creature, 
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minate counsel and fore-knowledge 
of God, ye have taken, and with 
wicked hands have crucified and 
slain”? Unless God hath perfect 
knowledge of all his works, from 
the beginning of the world, it 
would be impossible for him cer- 
tainly to foretel what events would 
take ‘plac e atany future period, 
The fore-knowled; ge of God 
is certain from express passages of 
scripture. Our text is as expres- 
sive as it can possibly be. It does 
not assert that God perfectly un- 
derstands and knows his works 
as he performs them, but that he 
knew them, and had _ perfect 
knowledge of them, from the cre- 
ation of the world. It dves not 
assert, that God knew some of his 
works, but that he knew all his 
works, from the creation of the 
world. He had perfect knowl- 
edge of every particle of matter, 
which he would create, and what 
end he would answer by it. He 
had perfect knowledge of every 
which he would create, 
and what he would do for aad 
with every creature. Other pas 
sages express, or imply, the same 
truth. Elihu says, “He that is 
perfect in knowledge is with thee.” 
Job says to God, ** I know that no 
thought can be withholden from 
thee.”? David says, ** Great is our 
Lord, and ef great power: his un- 
derstanding infinite. These 
passage 3, well as others like 
the text, plainly teach us the per 
fect, unlimited knowledge of 
God. 


2 
0. 
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{To be concluded.] 
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FOR THE UOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 


PURPOSE OF GOD TO DISPLAY 
HIS GRACE, 


THE 


Paul insists more upon the grace 
of God in the salvation of sinnevs, 


than the other apostles. He was 
a long time a most violent enemy 
to sovereign grace. He heard it 
plainly preached by Stephen anid 
other teachers of divine truth. Bai 
itonly served to ewaken the en 
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mity of his carnal mind against 
the way of salvation by Christ and 
all who heartily embraced it. But 
at length he was made a signal 
subject of that special grace s which 


he had opposed. This change of 


heart produced as great a change 
in sentiment, He became the 
most zealous and able advocate of 
the doctrines of grace. To explain 
and inculcate these doctrines 1s 
the capital point in his epistles 

He dwells upon grace in his epis- 
tles to the Galatians, Ephesians 
and Colossians, but especially in 
his epistle to the Romans. He 
traces grace from step 
its ortginal and eternal source. 
He begins the epistle with a lively 
and just description of human nat- 
ure in its present fallen state. 
He proves both Jews and Gentiles 
to be totally depraved and justly 
condemned. He brings into view 
the great atonement of Christ. He 
points out the way, 


to step to 
' 


by which sin- 
ners become interested in it. He 
shows their renovation of heart and 


justification before God to be of 


grace, and finally he traces their 


fall and recovery to the srace of 


God in his original, eternal pur- 
pose of election. These-doctrines 
he fairly states and clearly illus- 
trates. 

lection and reprobation. And by 
these instances he makes it appear, 
that God fits some for destruction 
and others for heaven for the same 
benevolent and important pur pose: 
that is, to display the riches of his 
grace. He says, * What if God 
willing to show his wrath and to 
make his power known, endured 
with much long-suffering the ves 
sels of wrath fitted to destruction; 
and that he might make known the 
riches of his glory on the vessels 
of mercy, which he had afore pre- 
pared unto glory?” Here the apos 
tle, at one view, exhibits, in the 
most affecting contrast, the des- 

uction of the non-olect and the 


He mentions instances of 


salvation of the elect. And he 
plainly teaches, that it is the pur- 
pose of God to des troy the non- 
elect. in order to display the rich- 
es of his grace towards the elect. 
That God means to destroy the 
non-elect is plainly taught in the 
criptures. We are expressly told, 
that Judas was a reprobate; that 
he was the son of perdition; that 
had been good for him if he had 
never been born; and that he went 
to his own place ; the place to 
h he was originally appointed. 
The unbelieving Jews in Christ’s 
day were such, as God had repro- 
bated and meant to destroy.— 
Hence we read in the twelfth 
chapter of John’s gospel, “ There- 
fore they could not. believe, be- 
cause Ksaias said, He hath blind- 
ed their eyes and hardened their 
heart, that they should not see 
with their eyes nor understand 
with their heart and be converted 
I should heal them.” Peter, 
speaking of believers and unbe- 
lievers, represents certain unbe- 
lievers as appointed to destruc- 
tion. ** Unto you, therefore, who 
believe, he is precious; but unto 
them, who be disobedient, the 
stone, which the builders disallow- 
ed; the same is made the head 
and a stone of stum- 
bling and a rock of offence, even 
to them who stumble at the word, 
being disobedient; whereunto also 
they were appointed.”? Jude men- 
tions certain ungodly men, ** who 
were of old ordained to condem- 
nation.” But Paul, in his epistle 
to the Romans, more fully proves, 
that God means to destroy the 
non-elect. Inthe mnth c \apter 
of this epistle he treats of election 
and reprobation. Of Esau and 
** For the children 
being not yet born, neither having 
done any good or evil, that the 
purpose of God according to elec- 
tion might stand, not works, 
but of him that calleth; it was 


whic 


of the corner 


Jacob he says, 





$92 The purpose of God in the display of his grace. 


said unto her, the elder shall serve 
the younger; as itis written, Ja- 
cob have I loved, but Esau have I 
hated. What shall we say then? 
Is there unrighteousness with God? 
God forbid. For he saith to Mo- 
ses, I will have mercy on whom I 
will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have 
compassion. So then it is not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that showeth 
mercy. For the scripture saith 
unto Pharaoh, even for this same 
urpose have I raised thee up, that 
Pmght show my power in thee, 
and that my name might be declar- 
ed throughout all the ‘earth. ” Here 
are two instances of personal re- 
probation; Esau and Pharaoh were 
appointed to destruction. The 
apostle then proceeds and opposes 
these two instarrces to God’s gen- 
eral conduct and purpose respect- 
ing all the elect and non-elect. 
‘© Therefore hath he mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth.’’ Here 
he starts an cbjection, in order to 
set the doctrine of reprobation in 
a more clear and convincing light. 
“ You will say then unto me, why 
doth he -yet find fault? for who 
hath resisted his will? Nay, but 
© man, who art thou, that repliest 
against God? Shall the thing form- 
ed say to hit: that formed it, why 
hast thou made me thus? Hath not 
the potter power over the clay, of 
the same lump to make one vessel 
unto honour and another. unto dis- 
honour?” Here the apostle illus- 
trates God’s sovereign right to re- 
»robate, harden and destroy whom 
a pleases of the fallen, guilty race 
of men. But he would not have 
men imagine, that God’s sover- 
eigntyin dooming sinners to ruin, 
was arbitrary and capricious, but 
wise and benevolent; aiming at 
the most amiable and desirable 
end, even the display of the riches 
of divine grace. For he puts the 


serious question to every con- 
science, What, if God willing to 
show his wrath and make his pow- 
er known, endured with much 
long-suffering the vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction; and that he 
might make known the riches of 
his. glory on the vessels of mercy 
which he had afore prepared unto 
glory?’ As if he had said, ** Tho’ 
God does fit some men for des 
truction who were originally de- 
signed to be vessels of ‘wrath; yet 
even in fitting them for destruc 
tion he displays great love, grace, 
patience and long-suffering to 
wards them, in giving them a fair 
opportunity to be saved; and be- 
sides all this, he finally destroys 
them to answer a most gracious 
and merciful design, even to dis- 
play his own glory and the riches 
of his grace in the salvation of 
those, who are ordained to eterna! 
life”? This same sentiment he ex 
hibits in the strongest terms in 
the eleventh chapter of the same 
epistle: ‘* What then? Israel hath 
not obtained that which he seeketh 
for; but the election hath obtain- 
ed it, and the rest were blinded: 
according as it is written, God 
hath given them the spirit of 
slumber, eyes that they should 
not see and ears that they should 
not hear upto this day.”” Thus it 
appears that God has reprobated 
some of mankind and that accord 
ing to an original and avowed pur 
pose, he hardens their hearts and 
by the influence of divine truth 
fits them for destruction; the end 
to which they were appointed. 
But why should God design to 
destroy any of the human race! 
He is as able to save all as a part. 
He has the hearts of all in his 
hand, as the clay is in the hand ot 
the potter. He can form a vessel 


| of mercy as easily as a vessel ol 


wrath. Hecanas ‘easily soften as 
harden the human heart. And he 
has actually softened the hearts o! 
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some of the most obdurate sinners. 
He does not, then, destroy any 


sinners, because he is unable to | 


soften and subdue their hearts 
Nor does he destroy any, merely 
because they deserve to be des- 
treyed. For this is true of all 


mankind. They have all sinned | 
and come short of the glory of God, | 
and justice ought pursue them to | 
But we find | 


endless destruction. 
that divine justice may be so sat- 
islied, that God can consistently 
save some from its awful execu 
tion. The elect deserve to be des- 
troyed as much as the non-elect. 
And in point of justice, God is no 
more obliged to destroy one sinner 
Nor again, does 
God destroy any of mankind, 
canse the atonement of Christ is 
not sufficient for the salvation of 
all. Christ tasted death for every 
man, and was made a propitiation 
for the sins of the whole world. 
Accordingly, God freely offers sal- 
vation to all who repent and be- 
lieve the gospel. He does not, 
therefore, design to destroy the 
non-elect, becauge there is any 
deficiency in the atonement of the 
divine Redeemer. Why then does 
God mean to destroy the non- 
elect? This leads me to show— 
that God means to do this, in or- 
der to display the riches of his 
grace towards the eleete This is 
the representation, that is given 
by the apostle. By him God is 
said to shew his wrath and make 
his power known upon the vessels 
of wrath, that he might display 


the riches of his glory, that is, the | 
| and display the riches of his grace 


glorious riches of his grace, to- 
wards the vessels of mercy. The 
rejection of the Jews is likewise 
represented as a means of the sal- 
vation of the elect Gentiles.— 
** Have they slumbered, that they 


Should fall? God forbid; but rather | 


through their fall, salvation is 
come unto® the Gentiles.”? The 
meaning is, 

he 


that the Jews were | Israel, thy Saviour. 


“¢ 
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destroyed, that the Gentiles might 
be saved. Hence the apostle 
makes this solemn remark; ** Be- 
hold, therefore, the goodness and 


| severity of God: on trem who fell, 


severity; but towards thee, good- 


| ss rye 
| ness The elect are represent 


ed as chosen for the very purpose 
of displaying divine grace to the 
view of the universe. ** Accord- 
ing as he hath chesen us in him 
before the foundation of the world, 


| that we should be holy and with- 


out blame before him in love; hay- 


| ing predestinated us to the adop- 


tion of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, fo the praise 
of the glory of his grace.” Again 
we are taught, that it is by the 
church, or the vessels of mercy, 


| that God intends to make known 


the riches of his grace to princi- 
palities and powers and all the in- 
telligent creation. And hence 
all things are represented as ter- 
minating in the happiness of those, 
whom God means to bring home 
to glory. Paul, speaking to saints, 
says, “all things are for your 
sakes; that the abundant grace 
might through the thanksgiving of 
many redound to the glory of 
God.” And again he says, “All 
things are yours; whether Paul, 

or ‘Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come; all are 
yours; and ye are Christ’s and 
Christ is God’s.*? It appears from 
these passages, that Ged means te 
make every part of his works. and 
of his conduct serve to enhance 


towards those, whom he. prepares 
for glory. Accordingly, we find 
the most awful displays of his jus- 
tice upon the wicked in this woxld 
are represented as expressions of 
his grace and mercy towards his 
church and people. ‘*I am the 
Lord thy God, the holy one of 
I gave Egypt 
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for thy ransom, E thiopia and Seba 
for thee. Since thou wast precious 
in my sight, thou hast been hon- 
ourable and I have loved thee 
therefore will I give men for thee 
and people for thy life.” Indeed, 
all the great and desolating judg- 
ments, which have been inflicted 
upon the nations of the earth, are 
represented as being inflicted for 
the benefit of the people ef God 
and to display that mercy towards 
them, which endureth forever. 
Hence we may justly conclude, 
that God means to destroy the 
vessels of wrath, in order to dis- 
play the riches of his grace to- 

wards the vessels of mercy. But 
that this is the great design of the 
Deity in re probating and destroy- 

ing the non-elect, will further ap- 
pear, if we consider, that the final 
and eternal destruction of the 
wicked will naturally tend, in va- 


rious ways, to enhance the holiness | 
. 
damnex 


and happiness of the vessels of 


mercy. ‘To make this appear, I 
would observe, 


1. The scripture represents the 


final and eternal punishment of 


the wicked as being inflicted in the 
clear and full view of the imbhabi- 
tants of heaven. It is said to the 
wicked, ** God shall destroy thee 
forever. ‘The righteous shall see 
and fear.”? Again, ** He shall 
take them away as with a whirl- 
winds both living and in his wraths 
The righteous shall rejoice when 
he seeth the vengeance.” Again, 
** Only with these eyes shalt thou 
behold and see the reward of the 
wicked.” Isaiah says, “ They 
shall go forth and look upon the 
carcases of the men, that have 
transgressed against me, for thetr 
worm shall not die, neither shall 
their fire be quenched.” And in 
the fourteenth of Revelations, it is 
said the worshippers of the 
beast and his image, that ** they 
shall be tormented with fire and 


wrimstone ia the presence of the | 
~ 


, pr op! nets, 





| exceeding riches of 
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hoiy angels and in the presence of 
| the Lamb¢ and the smoke of their 
torntent ascendeth forever and 
ever.” These worshippers were 
mystical Babylon, and the com 
mand is, ** Rejoice over her, thou 
heaven, and ye holy apostles and 
” ‘Now, if God means 
to punish the wicked forever, in 
the view of the vessels of mercy, 
then we may justly suppose, that 
he means to punish them to dis- 
play his grace towards the redeem- 
ed from amongst men. He means 


1 
| to enhance their holiness and hap- 


piness by all the miseries of the 
damned. _ And by promoting their 


| holiness and happiness he will 


forever dieplay the riches and the 
his grace to- 
wards the 2m. This is God’s design 
in destroying the finally impeni 
tent. And the means are direct 
ly suited to answer the end. 

2. The continual view of the 
1 will give saints a realiz 
of the infinite evil and 
malignity of sin. The vessels 


ing sense 


wrath will be a perpetual mirror, 


in which the y will constantly see 


themselves: what they had been 


and would have been, if left to 
their own choice. The vessels of 
wrath will discover all their feel- 
ings without restraint. They will 


express their enmity to God and 


their opposition to one another and 
to all the creatures of God, with 
out the least restraint. Their 
hearts were under restraint in this 


world, but in that hopeless state 


| all restraints will be taken off and 


they will undoubtedly appear ten 
thousand fold more opposed to 
God, to his subjects and to all the 


cood of the universe, than they 


did in this state of probation. How 


affecting will this be to the holy 
hearts of the redeemed! They will 
see themselves in the most perfect 
contrast. They will see themselves 
as perfectly holy and e&cellent, in 
contrast wath being perfectly ma 
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Jevolent and odious. And this 
difference between themselves and 
the most wretched and hateful 
creatures, they will be obliged and 


*disposed to ascribe to the exceed- 


ing riches of divine grace. 

3. The continued view of the 
damned will give them a constant 
and lively sense of that punish- 
ment, which sin justly deserves. 
In thts world they had seen tem- 
poral punishments and only read 
of eternal punishments. But when 
they shall see God showing his 
wrath and making his power 
known in pouring out the vials of 


his indignation upon the vessels of | 


wrath, without mixture and with- 
out end, they will see a difference, 
an infinite difference, between any 
temporal and eternal punishments. 
The vessels of wrath will exhibit 
a most affecting picture of keen 
se nsibility, intoler rable anguish and 
perpetual despair. Lying under 
the weight of the Almighty power 
and infinite wrath of an holy and 
unchangeable God, they will rmake 
all heaven and especial the re- 
deemed and sanctified realiZe what 
they have deserved at the hand of 
their injured and offended sover- 
eign. ‘The vessels of mercy, in 
this situation, can never forget, 
that they might have justly been 
the vessels of wrath, and that they 
might eternally have felt what they 
eternally behold. 

4. The continual view of the 
damned will give the 
mere y a lively sense of 


vessels of 


the erace 


| 
| 


| astonis 


} up a Cul 





| nal destruction, 


| upon the 


| and be 


{ God in providing a Saviour for | 


The reason why mankind 
in this world so generally make 
licht of redeeming love, is, that 
they have so little sense of the 
damnation of hell. If they had a 
clear view of that bottomless pit, 
into which they are exposed tov fall 
every moment, they would have a 
greater sense of God’s grace in 
providing a Saviour for such euil 
ty, hell-deservi ns 


oa 


e creatures. ‘The 


saints heaven will perpetually 
see that eternal destruction, from 
which G.d sent his Son to save his 
vile and ill-deserving creatures. 


It will appear becoming him, by 


| whom are all things and fur whom 
| are all things, 


to make the captain 
of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. ‘The infinitely impor- 
tant end will justify the extraordi- 
nary means of their rede mption. 
It will appear that no other being 
than the Son of God, was sufficient 
to accomplish the amazing work 
of man’s redemption. And hence 
the y will feel their infinite obliga- 
tions to God the Father for his 
hing grace in the gift of ius 
Son to save a pe rishing world, 

5. The continual view of the 
miseries of the damned will keep 
stant sense of the beauty, 
and grace of Christ, 
his soul unto death 
on the cross, to deliver them from 
the wrath to come. Itis because 


excellency 
who povred out 


| saints on earth lose a sense of their 


ill desert and exposedness to eter- 
that they so often 
grace of our 

whom they 


lose a sense of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, to 


| are indebted for all their present 


happiness and future hopes and 

But every time the 
mercy cast their eyes 
vessels of wrath, they 
will feel their obligations to Christ 
ready to exclaim in rap- 
tures, ** W orthy i is the Lamb, that 
was slain, to receive power and 
riches and and strength 
and honour and glory and blessing, 
for thou hast re dee »med us to God 
by thy blood. and made us kings 
and priests unto God and the 
Father.” 

6. A clear and constant view 
of the wrath will give 
the vessels of mercy a most afiect- 
ing impression of ‘the irresistable 

of God 
in forming them vessels of mercy 


In the vessels of wrath 


prospec ts. 
V essels of 


wisdom 


; 
vessels ol 


and distinguishing grace 


} 


will be 
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displayed the astonishingr obstina- 
ey of the human heart. There 
will be millir ons, who-lived under 
the light of the gospel, who had 
the invitations of the gospel cori- 
tinvally sounding in their ears; 
who had been the subjects of seri- 

ous, deep and distressing convic- 
tions; and who had been lifted to 
heaven; but refused toenter. Ifow 
will the case of such affect the 
hearts of the vessels of mercy! 
God might have dealt with a 
as with the vessels of wrath. Noth- 
ing but the free, sovereign grace 
of God made them to differ from 
the vessels of wrath. They will 
forever feel occasion to say with 
Paul, * by the grace of God we 
are what we ar@”” Nor can we 
conceive it to be possible, that 
they should have a clear, constant 
and lasting sense of the sovereign 
grace of God in the renovation ‘of 


their hearts, without such a clear, * 


constant and eternal view of the 
vessels of wrath. I may add, 

An eternal view of the mise- 
ries of the damned will forever 
display the infinite grace of God 
im the eternal happiness of saints. 
While they behold the smoke of 
the torments of the damned as- 
cending forever and ever, they will 
be forever and ever sensibly re- 
minded, that hell was the place 
which they deserved, and in which 
they might have been fixed for 
eternity. How will such a const- 
deration enliven their love, their 
gratitude and their praise to Him 
that sitteth on the throne and to 
the Lamb forever and ever. Thus 
it clearly appears, that God may 
and will ‘destroy the unregenerate 
enemies of Christ, in order to dis- 
plav the riches of his grace to- 
wards the vessels of mercy. The 
vials of God’s wrath poured out 
upon the wicked in the sight of 
all heaven, will forever tend to 
merease the holiness and happi- 
ness of the redeemed, and display 


renege aarp tS 


God most clearly 
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God’s infinite grace and mercy 
towards them forever and ever 

Having show n that God will, 
by the accomplishment of his pur- 
pose to destroy the non-elect, dis- 
play the riches of his grace 
wards the elect, it is now propos- 
ed to offer a few remarks upou tiis 
serious and affecting subject. 

1. In order to have just views 
of the grace of God in the salva 
tion of the elect, it is necessary to 
understand the doctrine of repro 
bation. This doctrine is so con- 
nected and contrasted with the 
doctrine of election; that they 
must be disclosed or concealed 
together. How can the eternal 
purpose of God to save the elect 
be understood, if his eternal pu-- 
pose to destroy the non-elect be 
concealed? The destruction of the 
non-elect will forever display, and 
was designed in the purpose of 
God forever to display the riches 
of his grace in the salvation of the 
elect. Just so far as the divin: 
purpose of reprobation is conceal- 
ed or obscured, you conceal or ob 
scure the divine purpose of elec 
tion and the riches of Gotl’s glory 
and the exceeding riches of his 
grace in the redemption of his 
ehosen people. The sovereign 
goodness of God in the reprobation 
of the non-elect, manifests his 
sovereign grace in the election of 
his people to holiness and happi- 
ness. God has, in fact, by on 
events of his providence, as ful! 
and clearly manifested the truth 
of reprobation by his conduct to- 
wards the wicked, who have per- 
ished, as the truth of election by 
his conduct towards the righteous, 
whom he has saved. How can 
Abel understand the purpose olf 
God in his election and salva- 
tion, any farther than he under- 
séands his purpose in the reproba 
tion and destruction of Cain: 
When did the ancient people o! 
pereeive and 


to- 
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The purpose of God 


most joyfully and thankfully ac- 
knowledge the mercy of God in 
their salvation? Was it not when 
they saw the purpose of his wrath 
accomplished in the destruction of 
his enemies? If the purpose and 
the conduct of God respecting 
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the non-elect be concealed, his | 


purpose and conduct respecting 
the elect will be covered 
darkness, and the exceeding riches 
and glory of his grace in thei 
salvation will be hidden from the 
eyes of his friends and his foes. 
If God should not show his wreath 
and make his power known upon 
vessels of wrath fitted to destruc- 
tion, how could he display the 
riches of his glory upon vessels of 
mercy prepared unto glory? It 
does not seem to be possible that 
the sovereign grace of God should 
be displayed towards the elect in 
heaven, unless his sovereign jus- 
tice be equally displayed towards 
the non-elect in hell. How can 
they, who deny the doctrine of re- 
| stand against those, 
who deny the doctrine of election? 
How can they. who deny either of 
these doctrines, stand against 
those, who deny the doctrine of 
eternal punishment? And how can 
they, who deny the doctrine of 
eternal punishment, stand against 
those, who deny the doctrine of 
salvation through the grace of God 
in Jesus Christ?—The whole gos- 
pel must be denied and rejected, 
or the doctrine of reprobation must 
be understood, believed and loved. 
If we deny the purpose of God re- 
specting the destruction of the 
non-elect, we must, to be consis- 
tent, deny his purpose respecting 
the salvation of the elect. And 
if we deny the eternal, sovereign 
gracious purpose of God in the 
gospel, what remains of the riches 
of his glory and of the exceeding 
riches of his grace in Christ Jesus 
and in the redemption of his peo- 


with | 
understood and 


ple? Paul, or rather the Holy 
Spirit, who moved Paul to speak 
and will, carries the doctrine of 
reprobation as high and as far as 
the doctrine of election; and car- 
ries both these doctrines as far 
as the purpose and agency of God 
in having mercy on whom he will 
and hardening whom he will. The 
doctrine of reprobation must be 
maintained, or 
there is nothing in the word, or 


| conduct, or character of Gad, that 


can be understood and maintained 
against the beld and heavy assaults 
uf the enemies of divine truth. 

2. If God means to destroy the 
nqn-elect to display the riches of 
his grace towards the elect, then 
reprobation ian act of beneve- 
lence. Mankind seem to be more 
stumbled at the dectrine of repro- 
bation thaa at the doctrine of eter- 
nal punishment. They can, in 
some measure, see the goodness 
of God in the condemnation aud 
were of such guilty and 
iateful creatures. But they can- 
not so readily see why God should 
destine any persons to that sin, 
which shall lead to eternal punish- 
ment. For they do not consider 
that Ged had any good motive in 
reprobation. But it appears from 
the subject, that is now under con- 
sideration, that he had a wise and 
good and even gracious motive in 
it. His motive in reprobation is 
the accomplishment of one of the 
greatest, noblest and best pur- 
poses, that can possibly exist; 
eves the display of the exceeding 
riches of his grace. If the pur- 
pose of God in the reprobation of 
sinners be not benevolent, his pur- 
pose in their punishment cannot 
be benevolent. For if benevolence 
did not require that sinners should 
exist, it certainly could not. re- 
quire their punishment. The doc- 
trine of the reprobation and of the 
eternal punishment of sinners, 
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must stand or fall together. The 
purpose and agency of God in the 
reprobation of the non-elect, are 
as benevolent as his purpose and 
agency in their punishment. And 
both in their repcobation and pun- 
ishment his benevolence is as evi- 
dent and as glorious as it is in the 
election and SAlvation of the elect. 
Indeed his purpose and agency in 
election and reprobation arise from 
the same motive and terminate in 
the same ultimate object. 

3. The non-elect can no 
reason to complain of the divine 
purpose in their reprobation and 
destruction. Both.these were nec- 
essary to answer important and 
benevolent ends, which all holy 
beings ,will forever approve and 
applaud. The purpose of repro- 
bation will appear to be an act of 
benevolence, and the infinite and 
sovereign goodness of Gud in their 
reprobation and destruction, must 
shut the mouths of the non-elect 
against every complaint respecting 
the purpose and conduct of God in 
their existence, wickedness and 
perdition. Cain and Pharaoh said, 
mn view of the purpose and ageucy 
of God, in their wickedness and 
destruction, “ The Lord is right- 

* Though the wicked now 


have 


eous. 
open their mouths against the hea- 
vens, and cause their tongues te 
walk through the earth, on account 
of the reprobation and destruction 
of the non-elect, yet it is written, 
* every mouth may be stopped;” 
and every mouth of the wicked 
will be stopped against all com- 
plaints respecting “their reproba- 
tion and destruction, when they 
shall perceive the eternal and glo- 
rious exhibition of divine grace, 
that will arise from their eternal 
wickedness and misery. 

4. No religion will fit persons 
for heaven, which does not lead 
them to approve of the reprobation 
and eternal misery of the non- 


| must be 
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elect. The righteous will approve 
of the purpose and conduct of God 
in their reprobation and eternal 
punishment, and God will approve 
of his own holy and gracious pur- 
pose and conduct in their reproba- 
tion and punishment. And the 
highest joys and londest songs of 
heaven will be excited in view of 
his glory, as it will be displayed 
upon the vessels of mercy. in con- 

trast with the vessels of wrath. 
No haman being, then, 
enter heaven withont a tongue and 

a heart to praise God for his glo 
rious and gracious pur pose of rep 
robation, as glori- 
ous and gracious purpose of elec- 
tion. 

& It..is 
and necessary to 
trine of election. If the doctrine 
of election is not preached, no 
part of the counsel of God is de- 
clared. And it is 
declare the whole counsel of God 
without preaching reprobation as 
election. will 
murmur and complain against the 
election, unless their 
shut by the doctrine 
of reprobation. And every mouth 
shut by this doctrine, 
sooner or later, that is not opened 
by an heart to love and praise God 
for his purpose to show his wrath 
and make his power known upon 
the vessels of wrath fitted to des- 
truction, as well as to make known 


can evel 


well as for his 


exceedingly important 


prea h the 


woc- 


impossible to 


well as Sinners 


doctrine of 
mouths are 


| the riches of his glory upon the 


vessels of mercy prepared unto 
Let all the professors of 
the gospel, then, encourage the 
preachers of divine truth to open 
their mouths boldly and not shun 
to declare the whole counsel of 
God. In this way and only in 


glory. 


| this way can the enemies and op- 


posers of Gad and his grace be put 


to silence and toshame. ‘** For 
there are many unruly and vain 
talkers and deceivyers ; whose 
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mouths must be stopped; who sub- | thorough test of religtous teachers 
p S 


vert whole houses 


which they ouc>t not, for filthy 
The purpose and 
conduct of God in election and 
reprobation are Now a proper and 


. 4 ** 
lucre’s sake. 


. teaching things | and professors. 


And they will be 
the final test of all human hearts 
at the great day of decision. 

A POLLOS: 


FOR THE HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 


Mr. Epiror, 


In your number for May, of the last 


year, | observed a request from one of 


your cor espondents, that some one 


would inform him * what is necessary to 


constitute a poudent preacher of the gos 


i 


From the great, an 1 pract cal im- 


Ms que stion, I hope d, long 
»y have seen an answer, and that, 
fom amuchabler pen than mine. But 
as I have waited in yain, and the subject 
has 


pied my mind, I amincuced to send you 


, at different timlgs, some what occu 
the following considerations. If you 


think they will, in any degree, answer 
the purposes of your valuable Magazine, 
and, insome measure, satisfy the mind 


of Mr. ‘“* Interrogator,” you can give 


them a place in your pages. If} 


pag 
not, it will certainly be no offence to 


me, should you commit them to the | 


flames, 
MINIMUS. 


“Would I describe a preacher such as 
Paul, 

“ Were le on earth, would hear, ap- 
prove and own, 

* Paul should himself direct me.” 


I think it will be admitted on 
all sites, that Pau. was a prudent 
preacher of the gospel. How then 
did Panl preach; and what con- 
stituted him such a preacher? In 
answer to these questions, we may 
observe, that Paul ** coumted the 
cost.” or probable consequences 
of the undertaking. He consider- 
ed the treatment he should doubt- 
less receive from the Jews and 





Gentiles. We havé evidence of 
this, from what was said of him 
before he was baptized, as well as 
from his own declarations. The 
Lord said concerning him to Ana- 
nias, ** Fle is a chosen vessel unto 
me, to bear my name before the 
Gentiles, and kings, and the chil- 
dren of Israel. For J will show 
himhow great things he must suf- 
fer for my name's sake.”’ Paul, 
then, certainly had his work be- 
fore him, and must have looked at 
the labours, trials and sufferings 
to whick he was exposed. Ac- 
cordingly, when he took leave of 
the elders of the church of Ephe- 
he said, And now behold, 
I go bound in the spirit anto Jeru 
salem, not knowing the things 
that shall befall me there: save 
that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in 
every city, saying, that bonds and 
afflictions abide.” It was a matter 
of great prudence for Paul to be 
thus aware of the toils and suffer 
ings which he should probably en- 
dure in preaching the gospel. 
** For which of you.” says our 
Lord, **intending to build a tower. 
sitteth not down first, and counteth 
the cost, whether he have sufficient 
to finish it? Lest haply, after he 
hath laid the foundation, and is 
not able to finish it, all that behold 
it begin to mock him, saying, This 


sus, 


| man “began to build, and was not 
| able to finish.” It is certainly 
| prudent for the soldier, before he 


enlists, to take into serious con 

sideration the labours, fatigue and 
dangers, to which he mist neces- 
sarily be exposed. He may be 
subject to the most painful “toila® 
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and weary marches; he may be 
carried into captivity; he may die 
of famine or disease; or he may be 
mutilated, or shot dead in the field 
of battle. Now if he has not taken 
these things into s@lemn consider- 
tion, and accurately counted the 
cost; it is more than probable, 
that when he comes to endure, or 
death stares him in the face, his 
heart will fail, and he will desert 
his post, disgrace his commander, 
and betray his country. So 
the apostle. -He was to undertake 
the greatest work in which it was 
possible for him to engage. How 

rudent, then, for him to look, 
beforehand, at the perils which 
awaited him? lest, when he met 
with difficulties and sufferings, so 
far beyond his expectation, his 
faith should fail, he should shrink 
from his labours, and bring the 
highest reproach upon his Lord and 
Master. 

But, Paul not only counted the 
cost, or probable consequences of 
the undertaking; he gave himself 
cordially and wholly to bis work. 
He gave decided evidence from 
his labours, perseverance and suf- 
ferings, that he loved the gospel of 
Christ, and was willimg to spend 
and be spent in preaching it to his 
perishing fellow men. This was 
certainly a mark of great pru- 
dence. No man, engaging in a 
great and important work, will 

ursue it to any advantage, or 
with fidelity, unless he loves, and 
gives himself wholly to his em- 
ployment. Had not Paul loved 
the work of the ministry, and 
been willing constantly to employ 
all his time and talents in the 
great and important services it is 
morally certain that he would have 
shrunk from the labours. suffer- 
ings, and probable consequences 
of the undertaking, and settled 
down into sloth and indolence. 
But he cheerfully engaged in the 
work wit! all his heart and with 


of 


| 
| 
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all his powers. Though he some- 
times laboure™@ with his hands in 
secular concerns; yet he constant- 
ly made this, and all other things, 
have a direct bearing to help him 
forward in the work of the minis- 
try. By this disposition and con- 
duct, he set an example of the 
greatest prudence to ali who should 
follow him in the work of the mia- 
istry. Healso considered it of so 
much importance, that, in his\ 
most solemn and impressive char ge. 
to Timothy, he said, “ Meditate 
upon these things, give thyself 
wholly to them.” 

Another thing, which peculiar 
ly marked the prudence of the 
apostle Paul, is, that he never suf 
fered probable or real consequenc- 
es to turn him aside from the path 
of duty. Though he knew that 
he was constantly exposed to suf. 
ferings, persecutions and death; 
though * the Holy Ghost witness- 
ed in every city, saying, that 
bonds and afflictions awaited him; 

yet he said, but none of these things 
move me, neither count I my lift 
dear unto myself, so that [ might 
finish my course with joy, and the 
ministry which I have received of 
the Lord Jesus, to testify the gos- 
pel of the grace of God.” Paul 
did not swerve from his duty, e1 
ther in his preaching or his con 


| duct, throagh fear of consequenc- 


es. He never declined preaching 
this, or that, or any doctrine of the 
gospel, either because he thought 
it would give offence, or because he 
feared he should lose the confi 


| dence of his hearers, his reputation, 


his peace, or his fe. Now ihis 
was certainly very prudent in 
Paul, Had he swerved from his 

duty in one instance, # rough fea 
of consequences, he might in 
another; or even neglected it a! 

together. It is always more pru- 
dent for the soldier, even in times 
of the greatest danger, to be faith- 
ful to his post, than to desert: it 
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It is always more prudent for min- 
isters to ** obey God,’ *than heark- 
entoman. In short, it is always 
more prudent for any person, in 
any situation whatever, to be 


faithful in the discharge of duty, 


than to neglect if, even in a sin- 
ele instance. For “he that walk- 
eth upri ghtly, walketh sur rely. 99 cee 
Chis the apostle knew. Hence, 
he had the prudence to perform 
his duty at the risk of every con- 
sequence whatever. When some 
of his brethren, after the prophecy 
of Agabus, endeavoured to dis- 
suade him from going up to 
Jerusalem, he answered, ** What 
mean ye to weep, and to 
break my heart? for I am ready 
not to be bound only, hut also to 


die at Jerusalem, for the name of 


the Lord Jesus.” 

The prudence of the apostle 
Paul also led him to preach ‘*/he 
truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth.”” As he con- 
sidered himself an ambassador of 
Christ to rebellious men; 
considered himself bound to de- 
liver all the message, just as his 
Lord had bidden him. He knew 
that he was not at liberty to keep 
back, alter, or accommodate a 
single sentence. As Gop had 


so ne 


proposed the conditions of recon- 
ciliation between himself and man- 
kind; Paul knew that no finite be- 
ing was authorized to add, dimin- 
ish, or give a colouring to one 
iota. He knew that 
the highest degree of presumption 
for him to make use of any artifice 
of human invention; to follow any 
“cunningly devised fables, 
suit the messa re of the ros! pel to 
the feeling of the selfish he cart. in 
the least ‘possible degree. Hence, 
his prudence led him to keep 
back nothing that was profitable; 
but to preach all the doctrines 
and duties of the gospel, in their 
length and breadth; and in pre- 
isely the same spirit which ¢! 
59 


it would be 


; 
orto 


great Head of the church requir- 
ed of his ambassadors. He ob- 
served the direction which God 
gave to Ezekiel, when he sent 
him to the house of Israel: ** Thou 
shalt speak with my words unto 
them, whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear. This 
appears from the apostle’s own de- 
claration. ‘To the elders of Ephe- 
sus he said, ** Ye know from the 
first day that I came into Asia, af- 
ter what manner I have been with 
you at all seasons, serving the 
Lord with all bumility of mind, 

and with many tears and tempta- 
tions, which befel me by the lay- 
ing in wait of the Jews: and how 
I kept back nothing that was prof- 
itable unto you, but have showed 
you, and have taught you publick- 
ly, and from house to house, testi- 
fying both to the Jews and also to 
the Greeks, repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ. And now behold, 
[ know that ye all, among whom I 
have gone preaching the kingdom 
of God, shall see my face no more. 
Wherefore L take you to record 
this day, that 1 am pure from the 
blood of all men. For Ihave not 
shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God, W hat the apos- 
tle considered as included in the 


| counsel of God, appears from what 


he actually taught. He taught 
the doctrine of Divine sovereignty. 
‘¢ Therefore hath he mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth.” He 
taught the doctrine of uncondi- 
tional submission. “ Thou wilt 
say then unto me, Why doth he 
yet find fault? for who hath re- 
sisted his will? Nay, but, O mar, 
who art thou that repliest against 


God? shall the thing formed, say 
' 


to him that formed it, Why hast 


| thou made me thus?” He taught 
| the universal decrees and agency 
of God. ‘**He 
i blood all nations of men for +s 


hath made of one 
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dwell op.a)l the face of theearth, | the Holy Ghost, that I have great 


and hath determined the time be- 
fore appointed, and the bounds of 
their habitation. Who worketh 
all thi after the counsel of his 
own will. For of him, and through 
him, and to him, are all things.” 
He taught the total moral deprav- 
ity of sinners. “They are all 
gone out of the way, they are to- 

ether become unprofitable: there 
is none that doeth good, no not 
one. ‘Their throat is an open se- 
pulchres with their tongues they 
have used deceit; the poison of 
asps is under their lips, whose 
mouth is full of cursing and bit- 
terness. Their feet are swift to 
shed blood. Destruction and mis- 
ery are in their ways, and the 
way of peace have they not known. 
Because the carnal mind is enmi- 
ty against God: for it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be. So then they that 


are in the flesh cannot please 


God.” He taught the doctrine of 
personal and unconditional elec- 
tion. ‘*For the children being 
not yet born, neither having done 
any good or evil, that the purpose 
of God, according to election might 
stand, not of works, but of him 
that calleth, it was said unto her; 
The elder shall serve the young- 
er. Asit is written, Jacob have I 
loved, but Esau have I hated.”— 
He taught the doctrine of repro- 
bation. ‘* For the scripture saith 
unto Pharaoh, Even for this same 
purpose have I raised thee up, that 
I might shew my power in thee, 
and that my name might be de- 
clared throughout all the earth.— 
Therefore hath he mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, and whom he 
will he hardeneth.”? He taught the 
duty of mankind to be willing to 
resign their temporal and eternal 
interest for the greatest good of 
cneir fellow-creatures. ‘* I say the 
truth in Christ, I lie not, my con- 
science also bearing me witness in 


heaviness, and continual sorrow in 
heart. For I could wish that my- 
self were accursed from Christ, 
for my brethren, my kinsmen, 
according to the flesh.” The A- 
postle also taught the doctrine of 
regeneration by the Holy Spirit; 
the doctrine of the Trinity, of 
Christ’s Deity and humanity, of 
the atonement, of justification by 
faith in Christ, of the saints’ per- 
severance, of the resurrection of 


| the dead, of the day of judgment, 


| sumption for him to depart 


| to the state of his hearers. 





and of the future and eternal state 
of rewards and punishments. Now 
it was certainly prudent for the 
apostle to preach all these doc- 
trines, because it was his duty to 
declare the whole counsel of God. 
When the ambassador is sent to 
a foreign court, it must be consid 
ered the highest degree “yee 

rom 
the instructions of his sovereign, 
or to keep back any part of his 
message. It can certainly be no 
more than prudent, then, for him 
to declare every jot and tittle 
which his sovereign commanded. 
So of Paul. As he was the am- 
bassador from the King of heaven 
and earth to rebellious men, it 
must have been the highest degree 
of imprudence and presumption 
for him to keep back any part of 
his message. It is certainly a pe 
culiar mark of the apostle’s pru 
dence, that he declares all the coun 
sel of God. 

Again. The apostle Paul adop- 
ted his preaching and instructions 
This 
appears not only from his biogra- 
phy, given by the sacred penman, 
but also from all his epistles.— 
When he came to Athens he 
preached fo the Athenians. He 
did not stand in ‘*the midst of 
Mars hill,” and preach to the peo- 
ple at Jerusalem, But he adop 
ted his subject to the peculiar 
state of those heathen idolaters. 
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He designed to apply his subject 
to the very character and condi- 
tion of his hearers. So in his epis- 
tles. When he wrote to the Co- 
rinthians, he described their char- 
acter and condition as a church, 
and adopte sd his letter to their pe- 
culiar situation. When he wrote 
to the Galatians, he applied his 
subject, and that forcibly, to their 
backsliding state and departure 
from the truths of the gospel.— 
This was true in all his epistles 
and in all his preaching. Paul 
always meant to benefit the very 
persons to whom he declared the 
counsel of God. He always in- 
tended to keep up the grand divid- 
ing line betwixt saints and sin- 
ners; and, as a faithful and wise 
steward, to give each one his por- 
tion in due season. Now the apos- 
tle must have been very prudent 
in pursuing this method; and it 
was this method which rendered 
him such an eminent and success- 
ful preacher of the gospe sl. It must 
be very imprudent for any minis- 
ter to stand in a congregation, and 
preach to people long since dead, 
or to those who live a thousand 
miles distant. He must bring his 
subject home to the state of his 
own hearers; otherwise, he may 
as well beat the air, or preach to 


the fishes and birds, and beasts of 


the earth. I add, 

That the apostle Paul endeav- 
oured by all means to make him- 
self understood. Uf he had not done 
he might as well not have 
preached at all. jut, if we look 
at his language, we shall find that 
he described the character of 
saints, and the character of sin- 
ners in the plainest terms. When 
he preached upon any of the doc- 
trines or duties of the gospel, his 
language was level to the lowest 
capac ity He informs us himself, 
that he “used g 
speech.”?> He alw: ays meant to 
use those terms which he knew 


this, 


rreat plainness of 
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would precisely convey his mean- 
ing. When he preached to the 
Athenians, and wished to condemn 
their superstition and idolatry, he 
did not study to clothe his ideas in 
such language as would destroy 
the force and pungency of his in- 
structions. He told them, in plain 
terms, that they were in ‘all 
things too superstitious.” When 
he cited scripture from the Old 
Testament, he never tried to soft- 
en the expressions; but was wil- 


| ling the passages should stand in 


their true spirit and meaning.— 
When he preached or wrote upon 
the sovereignty of God, he always 
expressed himself in such a man- 
ner as to be understood. How ex- 
plicit is his language! “ There- 
fore hath he mercy on whom he 
will have mercy; and whom he 
will he hardeneth.”” When he 
exhibited the doctrine of election 
and reprobation, his language was 
as plain. ‘That the purpose of 
God, according to election, might 
stand—it was ‘said unto her, The 
elder shallserve the younger. As 
it is written, Jacob have 1 loved; 
but Esau have I hated. For the 
scripture saith unto Pharaoh, even 
for this same purpose have I rais- 
ed thee up, that I might show my 
power in thee, and that my name 
might be declared through all the 
earth.”” When he designed to ex- 
press his benevolent feelings to- 
wards his countrymen, those to 
whom he wrote could not have mis- 
taken his meaning. ‘‘I say the 
truth in Christ, Llie not; my con- 
science also bearing me witness in 
the Holy Ghost, that [ have great 
heaviness and continual sorrow in 
my heart. For I could wish that 
my self were accursed from Christ, 
for my brethren, my kinsmen, ac- 
cording to the flesh.” This lan- 
guage was so explicit, that none 
to whom the apostle wrote could 
have mistaken his meaning. It was 
impossible for Paul to express 
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himself in stronger terms, or in 
those that were more plain. It 
was well known what was meant 
by being accursed from Christ.— 
It was “well known that nothing 
short of eternal evil could in any 
degree answer to the apostle’s 
meaning. Even now, it requires 
all the art, and labour, and sophis- 
try, of learned divines and cele- 
brated commentators, to explain 
away the translation. When Paul 
wished to express the sinfulness of 
mankind by nature, he a! ways us- 
ed such language as exhibited the 
most awful picture of human de 
pravity. Indeed, there were no 
expressions pertaining to that co- 
pious language, in which the apos- 
tle usually preached or wrote, 


that were so explicit, or could have | 


so forcibly conveyed his meaning, 
as those which he used to incul- 
cate the doctrine of the gospel.— 
Paul 


ever, failed to accomplish his ob- 


ject. Now it cannot be denied, 
that Paul was prudent in using 
** ereat plainness of speech.” Just 
so far as any minister is mistnder- 


stood by his hearers, he preaches 


to them in an unknown tongue. 
But just so far as he preaches i in 
an unknown tongue, he la- 
bours in vain, and spends his 
strength for nought. When the 
ambassador is sent to a foreign 
court, his mission is worse than 
lost. unless he can make the will 
of his sovereign understood. Who 
could ever effect a treaty between 
two belligerent powers, unless the 
ambassadors were explicit in their 
propositions F An ambassador, 
who partially conceals, or gives 
the m: essage of his sovereigna dif 
ferent colouring, is guilty, not on- 
ly of impruc dence, but of gross pre- 
sumption. But ministers of the 
rospel are ambassadors from God 


tomen. Is it of less importance 


ever meantto make himself 
understood; and very seldom, if 
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that they should use great plain- 
ness of speech, than it is for those 
who transact the concerns of 
earthly sovereigns? Are the 
jects and results depending be 
tween God and the sinner, or the 
eternal consequences of their va 
riance or reconciliation of less im 
portance than the petty concerns 
of states and kingdoms? Man- 
kind always consider essential 
to be explicit in their dealings with 
one another. The physician con- 
siders it not only prudent, but nec 
essary to have his prescriptions un 
derstood. We always wish the 
attorney to make known the worst 
of the case. Why, then, should 
ministers of the gospel, the ambas 
sadors of God to men. be guilty of 
those quibbling artifices to conceal 
the truth, of which men, in any 
other business or profession, w ould 
be utterly ashamed? Paul was 
certainly prudent, to say the least, 
when he used piainness of 
speech, and lab« yured by all means 
to make himself understood. 

Such a preacher was Paul. He 
counted the cost, or probable con- 
sequences of the undertaking; he 
gave himself cordially and wholly 
to the work; he never suffered 
probable nor real consequences to 
turn him aside from the path . 
duty; he endeavoured to preact 
‘*the truth, the whole truth, cand 
nothing but the truth;” he adop 
ted his discourses to the state of 
his hearers: and he used * great 
plainness of speech,”” endeavouring 
by all means to make himself ua- 
derstood. It is easy to _ 
these qualifications constituted t 
apostle not only an eminently ore ul 
dent, but an eminently wse/ ‘ud and 


sub- 


great 


see 


faithful preacher of the gospe — 


His character, as a preacher, forms 
a mirror in which every ministet 
ought to see his own face, and nev- 
er forget what manner of person 
he is. 
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Questions—On a false Gospel. 


QUESTIONS. 


FOR THE HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE, 


Mr. Editor, 

In upbraiding the cities of Ju- 
dah for their impenitence and un- 
belief, our Lord said (Matth. xi. 
21) ‘* Wo unto thee, Cherosin! 
wo unto thee, 
the mighty works which wer 
in you had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago, in sackcloth and ashes,’ 
But, if human depravity, in every 
age, and in all places, is the same; 
on what ground could it be said, 
that T'yre and Sidon ‘* would have 
repented,” if they had enjoyed 
those privileges which Chorazin 
and Bethsaida did enjoy, but re- 
pented not? 


e done 


MaATrHETES. 


Bethsaida ! for if 


FOR THE HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE, 


Mr. Editor, 

Our Saviour says (Matth. xii, 
10) ** For a# Jonas was three days 
and three nights in the whale’s 
belly, so shall the Son of man be 
three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth.” But, if 
Christ was crucified on Friday, 
and rose from the dead on the 
morning of Lord’s day, according 
to sacred record; how does it ap- 
pear that his prediction was ful- 
filled? i. e. How does it appear, 
that He lay “in the heart of the 
earth” any more than a part of 
three days, and two nights? An 
answer from yourself, or a cerres- 
poadent, would ¢ gratify 

Rocaror. 


<> Oo 


From the Evangelist. 


ON A FALSE GOSPEL. 


Is there not sometimes p ‘oclaim 
ed a gospel, which mista- 
ken vii uw of the character of man ? 

There are those who dress up 
human nature in garbs of inno- 
cence. They find men capable 
of kind, and generous, and hon 
ourable feelings ; ; they find them 
true. and honest, and tender, and 
faithful ; and they pronounce it 
impossible, that there should be 
hid, behind the whole, a heart 
destitute of the love of God.— 
Hence they controvert that plain 
and humbling testimony of heav- 
en, that the carnal mind is enmity 
againstGod, is not subject to his law, 
neither indeed can be. But whether 
such a gospel does not essentially 
misrepresent the truth of God, 
the last great day will tell. ‘There 
may be an ainiable disposition, a 
tameness and mildaess, such as 


gives a 


| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


they have 


wolf, or the dove from the vulture; 
and the result may be the doing 
of many a kind action, as well as 
the exercise of many a kind and 
amiable affection, and still there 
may be the practice of sin, the 
habit of a daily and constant vio- 
lation of the divine law, a prompt 
rejection of all the overtures of the 
gospel, and a disgust for the du- 
ties of a secret and cordial piety. 
You may readily recognize the 
fe atures of a polished and fashion 

able infidelity, and may mark 
offence taken at the character of 
God, and the doctrines of revela 

tion, at the aornene of a well 

disciplined conscience, and still 
there may be high prevent ions of 
kindness, rectitude and piety. 

Men will weep under the sound of 

the veriest 
converts to the truths you utter, 
and the affections you enforce, and 
the duties you enjoin; and ere 
passed the thresh¢ old pf 


the gospei, and seem 


distinguishes the lamb from the | the sanctuary, may vent thu 
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spleen against the man who reach- 
ed their sensibilities, and drew 
forth while they are off their guard, 
their reluctant testimony to the 
gospel he announced, There may 
be in men, unsanctified, much that 
it would be base not to admire, 
and envious not to praise; and 
still we may have indubitable evi- 
dence, that in the same bosom, 
there beats a heart hostile to God, 
and holiness and heaven. And 
shall we conceal from them the 
whole truth? Shall we tell them 
that all is well; that in pleasing 
man, who looketh on the outward 
appearance, they may ‘gather evi- 
dence to themselves, that they 
please God, who looketh on the 
heart? 

Soon their whole character must 
be known. They must stand be- 
fore the omniscient God, and all 
their heart be opened, and their 
life be read. They have been 
kind, and neighbourly, and pitiful, 
and generous to their fellows; bat 
they have robbed God. They 
have wept at the tale of distress, 
but have never shed a tear at the 
cross. They have believed man, 
and have spoken truth to him, but 
have made God a liar. There 
has never been a moment, when 
their feelings and their deport- 
ment were the most religious, and 
theirhopes of heaven the most pro- 
found, when some other object, 
beside God, had not the high and 
distinct ascendancy in their affec- 
tions. They were kind and cour- 
teous to men, but they would brow 
beat the anathemas of the divine 
law, and parry every thrust of the 
gospel, and live without reflec- 
tion, and without prayer, and 
without repentance. God was 
not in all their thoughts, nor his 
religion in their lips, nor his throne 
in their hearts, while perhaps their 
fame, as the friends of the poor, 


*~On a false Gospel. 


efactors of society, promised them 
immortality. 

Now, what do you think of that 
gospel, which leaves the human 
character, thus affected with mor- 
al corruption, whole and sound? 
What do you think of that gospel, 
which sends away the multitude 
of the ungodly, doubting whether 
they need to be born again, and 
high in the hope, that a little care 
will soon qualify them to stand 
accepted with God? What do you 
think of that gospel, which dis- 
misses the prayerless, and the 
proud, and the vain, and the 
worldly, to enjoy their good opin- 
ion of themselves, and feed quiet- 
ly, and sleep sweetly, while the 
wrath of God abideth on them? 
Would it be a pleasant reflection 
at last, to remember, that you had 
lived and died the trumpeter of 
such a gospel? That you had sew- 
ed pillows under all armholes, 
and daubed with untempered mor- 
tar, and said to the wicked, it 
shall be well with yeu, and had 
thus cradled their fears to sleep, 
till their day of mercy was past 
forever’? Would you like to be 
convicted, in the last day, of hav- 
ing been the herald of such a gos- 
pel? Or, would you rather offend, 
if it must be so, all this gay, and 
proud, and prayerless multitude 
of self-sleceivers, and bring pov- 
erty and reproach upon yourself, 
as the advocate of a superstitious, 
and unsocial, and unpolished, and 
barbarous piety? In a short time, 
their last assault will have been 
made, their last falsehood correc- 
ted, their last cavil answered, 
their last sneer stifled, and then, 
who will stand the highest in hen- 
our before a congregated world : 
the man who made the trumpet ol 
the gospel give an uncertain sound, 
by which he soothed and flattered, 
andl destroyed his fellew-men, or 


the patrons of virtue, and the ben - | the man who delivered the whole 
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counsel of God, who lashed the 
sleeping conscience, and finally 
disubliged and offended the carnal 
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minded worldlings of his flock, 
till they starved him from his la- 
bours ? €. A. D. 


AR ligions Awtelligenes, 


REVIVALS. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. Erastus 
Kent, a missionary, te his employers, 
dated Lockport, Jan, 31st. Lockport 
is a very flourishing village of Niag- 
ara county, N. Y which has sudden- 
ly risen upon the Erie canal. 

** Providence has uniformly smil- 
ed on every effort, however feeble, 
to promote the cause of Christ in 
this village. The Society is in a 
flourishing condition, and an un- 
broken chain of propitious circum- 
stances has conspired to render it 
so; such as the liberality of people 
in supporting the gospel; the num- 
ber and character of the church 
collected from so many churches in 
this country and of Europe, the 
remarkable coincidence of senti- 
ment and warmth of brotherly love, 
the harmony that has without ex 
ception existed between different 
denominations, and above all, the 
precious revival of religion which 
we have enjoyed for the last two 
months, and do still enjoy. 

*¢ You will not wonder, that in 

lace like this there should be 

grievous backsliders, nor that a 
work of God’s spirit should cause 
such to tremble. Not only those, 
however, but even the most exem- 
plary and consistent professors 
have been shaken and sifted. Ma- 
ny of them have been thrown into 
darkness for days, and finally have 
experienced light and joy, which 
resembled the exercises of a new 
convert in his earliest love. 

**If we could say nothing more 
of this revival than of its effects in 
the church and among backsliders, 
that had never before united with 


us, it has produced such unity and 
brotherly affection, and such in- 
crease of prayer and effort for 
Zion’s prosperity, as would bay us 
under everlasting obligation to the 
God of all grace. But this is not 
all—There is a great excitement 
among impenitent sinners. We 
have heard and do still hear per- 
sons enquiring what they shall! do 
to be saved. We have heard of 
ten in a week for the first time 
venturing to express a hope that 
their peace was made with God. 
And we hear them pray and hear 
them tell to others what God has 
done for their souls. Blessed are 
the eyes that see those things 
which we see. 

‘*T bave not room to go into 
particulars, but I would mention 
that two individuals have publicly 
renounced infidel principles, which 
they once embraced; nor must I 
omit to note, that God has put the 
seal of his approbation on the Sab- 
bath School, in which three chil- 
dren and at least twelve scholars 
are already mdulging the hope of 
pardon.— Weekly meetings for 
prayer and conference are held by 
the brethren of the church in four 
school districts from two to five 
miles round us, and these have 
already been crowned with a bles- 
sing in ext tending the good work 
of grace.’ Mirror. 

A correspondent informs us, 
that a season of revival is now en- 
joyed in Dr. Jones’ society, Far- 
mington, Ohio, which has already 
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resulted in many happy fruits.— 
Among the persons hopefully con- 
verted, are four members of the 
pastor’s family. Rec. & Tel. 


REVIVAL IN AFRICA. 


A letter recently received from 
the American colony of Liberia, 


a. linations—Poeiry. 


in Africa, says, ‘* Unexampled 
prosperity now exists in the colo- 
ny, and God has blest it with an 
earnest attention to thé things of 
religion. About thirty have re- 
cently made a profession of faith 
in Christ. 


ORDINATIONS. 


1825. March 9. Ordained, Rev. Lor 
Rivge, jun, as pastor of the Congrega 
tional Church in Monson, Me. 

1825. March 23. Ordained, Rev. Na 
THANIEL Savon, as pastor ef thesGon 
gregational Church in Concord, N “fi 
Sermon by Rev. Justin Edwards, of An- 
dover, Mass. 

1825. April 6. Ordained, as pastor 
of the Congregational Church in Wil- 
lington Society, East-Haddam, Con. 


Rev. Herman L. Viatt. Sermon by 
Rev. Dr. Beecher, from I. Cor. i, 21. 

1825. April 9. Ordained as pastor of 
the Second Congregational Church in 
Canterbury, Con. Rev. Isnart Guater 
Rost. Sermon by Rev. Orin Fowler, 
of Piainfield. 

Ordained at Machias, Me. as 
Evangelists, Rev. Parmen Cuase and 
Rev. Soromoxs Apams. Sermon by Rev 
Jonathan Bigelow, of Lubeck. 


SELECTED POETRY. 


From the ( Lon._) Evangelical Magazine. 
THE IMMUTABILITY OF GOD. 


Great Gov, hew bright thy glories 
shine, 
In all thy attributes divine, 
Secure, immutable : 
Unobangeable in all thy ways, 
The object of eternal praise 
In heaven—and fear in hell. 


Revolving years confirm thy pow’r, 

And time receding every hour, 
Declares thy promise sure. 

Beauty and wealth, and power decay, 

Like empty visions pass away— 
Thou only dost endure. 


Thy word, thy record, speaks of thee 
As from and to eternity 

Unalter’bly the same ; 
The first great cause of all—and last, 
As does the present, so the past, 

Thy endless years proclaim. 


The seasons in suecession roll, 
While order reigns throughout the 
whole 
In pleasing harmony, 
The law thyself hath fixed must stand, 
Until reversed by thy command ; 
And nature’s self shall die. 


Summer, winter, day and night, 
Seed time and (O reggling sight!) 


Harvest with golden train, 

Untir’d by thy appointed will, 

Sha]! come, and as their course they fill, 
Thy changeless pow’r maintain. 


The heavenly bodies moving round, 

Proclaim a Sov’reign cause profound, 
And wisdom without space; 

Here order loudly speaks the skill 

Of him, whose wise unchanging will 
Assigns to each its place, 


All—all in heav’n, 1m earth, in air, 

Confirm at once. while they declare 
Th’ eternal truth abroad, 

That he who made them all, is he, 

Who was, who is, and still must be, 
Unchangeable and God. 


Here then we take our stand—and here. 
Uprais’d bevond corroding fear, 
Our anchor hope retain; 
Nature may beave her last deep groan 
But mid her drear expiring moan, 
The promises remain. 


Stamp’d with inviolable truth, 

To hoary age from lisping youth, 
On these unmov'd we cast 

Our souls. The word that’s given 

Shall lead—or bear direct to heaven. 
And land them safe at last. 
Folkestone, J. Yousa. 





